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strong that the Army would probably not be content
with air support which failed to include a proportion
of dive bombers. Yet one sees no reason why such
machines must be dive bombers of the wasteful
and uneconomic German pattern, sacrificing bomb
load and performance for the special diving equip-
ment and facing heavy casualties for the moral
effect of coming down close to the troops to release
their bombs. Some of the existing bombers, like
the Blenheims and certain of the types arriving in
quantity from the United States, are capable of
modified dive bombing. New bombers can be
designed with the dual purpose of precision bomb-
ing and the not-too-steep dive bombing, and that
would be the most profitable line of development
with the interests of the Army as well as of general
air strategy in view.
Probable Future Developments
The war has driven the progress of the military
aeroplane hard along two urgent courses.   It has
made it seek speed and more speed, and it has
compelled it to seek a means of detecting and inter-
cepting raiders by night.   Of the steps taken to
improve the night fighter's chance of interception
nothing can be written.   In any case they are
scientific as much as aeronautical steps.   Of the
devices employed to give bombers speed equal or
nearly equal to that of the fighter something has
already been said. Competition in that department
will be keen, for the day offensive, which must
eventually   give  the   intensity,   persistence,   and
accuracy that night raiding alone cannot achieve,
will depend in great measure on the production